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Presentation Notes
Traffic education students learn to value evidence, know how to use technology, solve problems and think critically which connects to the Montana Common Core Standards. Driving decisions are part of a complex and dynamic system which can help teens travel safely on the road to graduation. 

Distracted driving impacts our families and communities and young drivers face their highest lifetime crash risk in their first year of driving due to inexperience. Traffic education programs integrate driver education, Graduated Driver Licensing and parent involvement. We will highlight the updated Adapted Driver Manual and identify strategies to work together to educate the next generation of drivers. 




• State of Montana Young Drivers
• Engaging parents in driver education and GDL
• Managing Driver Risks – Inexperience, Speed, Passengers, cell 

phones, impaired driving
• Adapted Illustrated Montana Driver Manual
• Standards

Tens Years of Montana GDL:
Keeping Teens Safe on the Road



Teaching New Drivers
Driver  Education,  GDL, and Parent Involvement 

1967

Tesla 2015 NASA 2015

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Seed Drill – discs open soil – drill drops seed – discs close soil.  
1967 Montana Traffic Education Association (MTEA) formed as State Association for Driver Educators, MTEA constitution and bylaws adopted and officer elected in 1967
1965 Montana legislation to fund Traffic Education and designated an agency to organize and administer 
1943 Bozeman Sr. High school offered 1st  Montana Traffic Education Course by Ed Harding 




Montana Road Departure Crashes 
Fatal and Severe Injuries  (2005-2014)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The red dots on this map represent fatalities and severe injuries attributed to road departure crashes in Montana.  In the years 2005 to 2014 there were 7990 single vehicle road departure crash fatalities and severe injuries.  

Ask the students:

Can you find your town on this map and the roads you are likely to drive on when you get your license?

Why do you think there are so many road departure crashes on rural roads?

Source: Road Departure Crashes and High Crash Corridors/High Crash Locations (MDT, October 2015)





Montana Teen Driver Safety
What are the risks facing young teen drivers?
• Inexperience
• Speed 
• Distractions 
• Fatigue
• Alcohol is involved in about 16% of fatal crashes 

involving 16- and 17-year-old drivers
These factors cause crashes, but what kills? 

Not wearing a seat belt

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Brad Henderson in Miles City asks parents  “How many always buckle up?”  and then “How many want their kids to always buckle up.?”





GDL Step One: 50 hours • 10 at night
The Starting Line is knowing 

the Rules of the Road …
then it’s time to practice

Driving experience develops competence

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Guided practice is essential to skill development in sports and in the complex task of driving
To build competence , novice drivers need a minimum of 50 hours of supervised practice driving under varied conditions before they get their license.  Montana’s GDL also requires 10 hours of supervised practice at night. Learner Licenses are valid for one year  and can be renewed for teens who need more practice.
Even after they get their license teen  will likely need more opportunities to practice in specific conditions with an adult. Such as ice and snow, if they learned to drive in the Summer. 
Research supports a second stage of driver education after  6 months of practice. The Montana Highway Patrol (MHP) offers the Alive at 25 program and Montana DRIVE offers teen summer workshops www.MontanaDRIVE.mt.gov



Seatbelts required –
for everyone – all the time

Unrelated passengers –
First 6 months – only 1
Second 6 months – up to 3
No passengers are best.

Night driving curfew –
11:00 PM – 5:00 AM
The real risk is darkness.

GDL First-Year Restricted Driver’s License

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Montana’s GDL has good requirements for practice hours, permit holding period, restrictions on night driving. An initial  passenger limit of zero would be better.  The Insurance Institute of Highway Safety (IIHS) rates no state GDL above marginal if licensing age could be younger than 16 or it allowed unrestricted driving before age 16.5


 “Graduated Licensing Laws and Fatal Crashes of Teenage Drivers: A National Study” published in Traffic Injury Prevention, June 2010, vol. 11, no. 3, pp. 240-248 and available online at: http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15389580903578854 



Highest lifetime crash risk is in the first year of independent driving.
Lowest risk is when driving with your parent or guardian. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Transition to Unsupervised Driving

In the early months of unsupervised driving, the majority of teens exhibit good driving habits however the study did find instances of texting behind the wheel, horseplay with passengers and running red lights. 

While a very small number of instances of deliberate risk‐taking behavior were observed, the vast majority of “close calls” involved judgment errors that seemed to be indicative of inexperience and failure to anticipate changes in the traffic environment. A common scenario involved the teen braking hard after having initially failed to notice that traffic ahead was slowing or stopped. 

2011 AAA Foundation for Traffic Safety Report 
Authors:  Arthur Goodwin
Robert Foss
Natalie O’Brien
UNC Highway Safety Research Center



GDL First-Year Restricted License

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Set  limits and have family rules that teens understand are about safety not control. 
Montana’s GDL places limits on teens during their crucial first year of solo driving. Agreements between you and your teen are an excellent way to hold your teen accountable while they are beginner drivers. Gradually increase driving privileges as your teen gains skill and competence and shows  responsibility. 
Montana GDL Restrictions:
Seatbelts required – for everyone – all the time
Passengers – First 6 months – only one who is not a family member
                        Second 6 months – up to 3 passengers who are not family members
Best Practices: No passengers
Night restrictions – teens can’t drive between 11:00PM and  5:00AM unless it’s an emergency, or you’re travelling to school, church, work or farm activities. 
Best Practices: The real risk is darkness. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.safercar.gov/parents/

Arlee student keeps his list of approved passengers in the glove box.  When a friend asked why his name was not on the list, he was told he is too distracting.  Teens know who is a good driver and who takes risks with speeding, drinking and careless driving. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
2005 GDL MCA 61-5-132-135 Montana passed Graduated Driver Licensing (GDL) effective July 1, 2006 after many years of reflection and debate. Starting in 1999, Sen. Kim Gillan (D) sponsored a GDL bill in four sessions in Montana, with two attempts failing to pass the Legislature and one earning a veto from then-Gov. Judy Martz (R).
 



YD-4 Distracted Driving

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In November 2012, Missoula joined other Montana cities that have banned cell phone use while driving: Butte, Billings, Great Falls, Whitefish,  Columbia Falls, Havre, Hamilton, Bozeman, Helena, Baker and  Anaconda-Deer Lodge County 
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Traffic Education Standards and Requirements
How many days
How many hours
Vehicle equipment

Integrating driver education with GDL reduces young driver citations and crashes 



16

• National Standards
• Montana Code Annotated
• Administrative Rules of 

Montana (ARM)
• Board of Public Education

Module  4.2  Curves and Hills

Montana Traffic Education Standards and 
Requirements based on:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Curves and Hills: Gravel presents a traction problem for the driver because gravel often acts like driving on marbles or ball bearings. It will cause the car to drift out of a curve.  The picture also shows the roadway design is a negative slope and will also contribute to the vehicle moving out of its lane.  
What does the driver need to do to manage the traction issues created by the gravel road and the roadway design?

OPI Updates curriculum resources as needed to ensure relevance and inclusion of current research and evidence-based strategies. In 2012, Superintendent Juneau approved amendments to the Administrative Rules governing traffic education to include Traffic Education Content and Performance Standards in ARM 10.13.401-409.  Other amendments include a parent meeting requirement to help parents fulfill the Graduated Driver License requirements to effectively supervise practice, coach, and restrict teen driving in high-risk conditions



4.4 -

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Periodic on site driver education program reviews required in compliance with state law.
2015 traveled to Glendive, Forsyth, Miles City, Roundup and discussed  traffic education in Rosebud and Melstone 
2014 Great Falls, Malta, Harlem, Fort Benton, Missoula, Simms, Centerville
2013 Laurel, Billings, Shepard, Huntley, Reed Point
2011/12  Whitefish., Ronan, Kalispell, Hot Springs, Havre



Montana High School Seat Belt Use YRBS
Always wore a seat belt 
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Roundup Driver Education Crash March 2016
88 year old driver -  failure to yield pulled out in front of driver education car.
Minor whiplash and injuries and totaled car.  Seat belts worn by all. 

Other driver education car crashes in Sunburst dust storm, Helena rear end crash at red light, Hamilton deer crash and more .


2003 TE Belgrade crash  a Manhattan Christian driver education teacher and 3 students lost their lives in a crash in Belgrade.  NTSB investigation found no fault, only unusual weather and road conditions and an inexperienced teen driver who made a mistake right in front of a semi-truck.




Montana Traffic Education
Affordable Accessible Driver Education

Montana 2015
138 High Schools
8573 Students
73% of eligible teens

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HB 185 sought an increase in driver education funding in the 2015 Legislation. We are continuing to seek additional state  funding for driver education.  We  have an OPI budget proposal heading to the Governor’s budget office requesting state general funds for distribution to schools based on a formula  for BTW instruction with a professional teacher . The critical six hours of one-to-one driving instruction with each student is recommended to be funded through a formula of 8,500 students x 6 BTW  hours x $$$. Currently 138 high school districts offer TE and we would like to bring the TE reimbursement up near 50% of costs.  This formula funding would be in addition to the % of Driver License fees which would continue to pay for classroom instruction, insurance, supplies and vehicle expenses. 
 
If this proposal finds support through the governor’s budget process, we will need legislative support for the funding allocation. We need to persuade people to invest in teen driver safety and support for schools and families.  

.




Cooperative Driver Testing Program
and Traffic Education in Montana

Driver Education Offered in FY 2015
• 138 high schools
• 8,630 teen drivers (73% of eligible teens)
• $116 per student reimbursement to schools
• $456 average per pupil cost

CDTP School Districts Participating – FY 2015
• 126 high schools
• 7,746 TELL permits issued (90%)
• 4,469 road tests waived 

CDTP 1995 
MCA 61-5-110

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Driver license fees are used to fund driver education, in part due to the Cooperative Driver Testing Program (CDTP) partnership between the Office of Public Instruction and the Department of Justice, provided in 61-5-110, MCA.  CDTP authorizes trained and certified driver education teachers to administer the written test for a learner’s license and to conduct the driving skills test on behalf of the DOJ Motor Vehicle Division.  In 2014 the written and/or road tests were waived for 7366 young drivers who did not have to re-take the tests at driver exam stations and 7746 TELL permits were issued in 2015 .
MVD driver examiners retest 10% of the students to ensure quality and consistency.




M 4.3 -

TEDRS Reports - Student Search

Find Student Search in TEDRS Reports Tab
New December 2015!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
One of the newest functions in TEDRS is the Student Search feature. Search for any student in the system from 2012 to the present and print a completion certificate.  On  12/21/2015 , a Eureka traffic education teacher wanted to print a Certificate of Completion for a student who took traffic education  in 2013.  School districts can only view Student Lists from this year and last year.  We added Print Certificate of Completion to the new Student Search for  OPI and school districts only.  The driver examiners have read only access on the student search. 



4.4 -

Slow Moving Vehicles

25

What problems will you encounter 
as you approach this tanker truck?

Slow-Moving Vehicles

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What problems will you likely encounter as you approach this tanker truck?

Visibility
Speed difference
Path-of-travel blockages
Truck driver’s No-Zone (see next slide)
Wind
Possible lane changes



Remember the “No-Zone”

• If you can’t see her 
mirrors, she can’t 
see you.

• Don’t travel in the 
No Zone.

Montana I-15 near Canadian border

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Click on slide to make photo of blown-over truck appear.  The following tips are from the Commercial Vehicle Safety Alliance website: Teens and Trucks: Share the Road: http://www.cvsa.org/programs/teens_and_trucks.php. 

Stay out of the truck’s blind spots/No Zones. Trucks have very large blind spots. Do not disappear into a truck’s blind spots. 

Don’t cut off trucks. Total stopping distance is very different for a large truck than a passenger car. So know that cutting it close with a truck can cut your life short. 

Keep a safe distance. While it is never safe to tailgate any vehicle on the highway, following too close is particularly dangerous around large trucks and buses because the size of these vehicles prevents you from seeing the road ahead and having sufficient time to react to slowing or stopped traffic or another obstacle. 

Trucks make wide turns. Because of their large size, remember that a truck making a right turn may first swing left to clear the corner. Conversely, a truck making a left turn may first swing right to clear vehicles and other objects on its left side. Expect this and be prepared! 

Questions to ask:

When driving on a rural road or highway, how can you be seen around a truck?
How can you help the truck driver see you?



Shifting Gears 

• Problem–solving
• Critical thinking
• Communication
• Teamwork
• Research
• Use of Technology 

Presenter
Presentation Notes

Traffic education students learn to value evidence, know how to use technology, solve problems and think critically which connects to the Montana Common Core Standards. Driving decisions are part of a complex and dynamic system which can help teens travel safely on the road to graduation. 
MCCS Provide a clear roadmap of academic expectations so that students, parents, and teachers can work together toward shared goals.
• Are academically rigorous, attainable for students and practical for teachers and districts.
• Establish consistent learning goals for all students
– regardless of where they live 
So that children will stay on track in school when moving across town, from town to town or from one state to another state.
• Are relevant to the real world, focusing on the knowledge and skills students will need to succeed in life after high school in both post secondary education and a globally competitive workforce.
• Provide a solid foundation in mathematics at every grade level that builds towards success in algebra, geometry, probability and statistics.
• In addition to literature, the new standards include more non- fiction reading, require evidence based writing and  build critical thinking and communication skills.
• Montana’s Common Core Standards include our state’s Indian Education for All constitutional mandate.
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Is driving a right or privilege?
Technology for safer driving  check out  My Car does what.org
We started with Seat Belts -  air bags – crumple zones – roof pillars – collapsible steering column
ABS Anti lock brakes and  Electronic stability control 

Tire Pressure monitoring
Adaptive Cruise control adjusts throttle and brakes to maintain safe following distance – brake hard and tightens seatbelts
Automatic Emergency Braking 

Back up camera and warning 
Rear cross traffic alert 
Forward collision warning
Lane departure warning
Blind Zone  detection and warning 







Presenter
Presentation Notes
Readability-score .com    DOJ  Driver Manual Average Grade Level 10.8  Page 1  GDL 11.6  Page 7
 Driver Exam Appointment 7.5 
Adapted Illustrated Montana Driver Manual  GDL  6.9
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What about the MIP for Vaping in Belgrade?  Should they be allowed to take traffic education?
Tobacco policies of school district apply – would this exclude students from mat h or English?

School policies for traffic violations should allow for judgement and flexibility – running a stop sign or a crunched bumper differ from the teen who stole a car on the way to driver ed. 

4/20/16 Photo from sciencenews.org Health risks of e-cigarettes emerge











Over half of Montana teens report texting while driving



2011and 2013 Results Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS)



How many distractions are too many? 

Module 6.1 Distracted Driving 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WHY IS Distracted Driving DANGEROUS?  What other distractions take your focus off the driving task?

Distraction occurs any time you take your eyes off the road, your hands off the wheel, and your mind off your primary task: driving safely. Any non-driving activity you engage in is a potential distraction and increases your risk of crashing. 

Courtesy of http://www.distraction.gov

Photos from MS clip art March 2014



Perception of threat The 
default affects the ability 
state in solving to THINK a 
problem is and LEARN to do 
as little as possible

Multitasking effectively is a myth 

Dr. Jeb Schenck
Knowa Inc.
Knowa@directairnet.com
Teaches MSU-N online  3 credits Traffic Education and the Adolescent Brain 

mailto:Knowa@directairnet.com




4.4 -

Montana DRIVE one day summer workshops in Lewistown 

Drivers practice vehicle control skills behind-the-wheel with our 
professional instructors  to keep their vehicle in balance and 
respond safely to driving risks.

State Farm Insurance grants support teen Montana DRIVE 
teen scholarships  on July 18, 19, 20, 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes







Traffic Education Teachers 

• Educator License

• Acceptable 
Driving Record

• Initial 8 credits –
4 more with each 
renewal until TE 
endorsement.

ARM 10.13.310



Montana Teen Driver 
Education Curriculum 2.0

2012-2014 Update Project funded by 
OPI and MDT includes:

• Learner-centered activities 
• Real-world driving scenarios 
• Driver decision points
• Find-Solve-Control

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Driver education establishes the foundation of a systems approach to traffic safety, which includes education, engineering, enforcement and emergency medical services.
Two Objects – Same Space Notes: The laws of physics say that two objects cannot occupy the same space simultaneously.  That has a lot of implications for driving.  Crashes are a result of two or more vehicles trying to occupy the same space at the same time.

So, what is the best way to minimize the chances of two cars or objects trying to occupy the same space at the same time?




Montana KEYS 
Skill Assessment 

www.OPI.mt.gov
Driver Education Curriculum

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Skills Assessment KEYS Project 2009

http://www.opi.mt.gov/


Montana Board of Public Education
Educator Preparation Standards update 2014 

Traffic Education 10.58.526 changes effective July 1, 2015 include:
• scanning, limiting distractions, risk management
• vehicle balance
• vehicle safety technology
• professional development 
• community support
• driving skills required to operate and control vehicle from 

both the driver’s and instructor’s seats to successfully handle 
adverse and emergency situations;

• traffic education issues, i.e., parent involvement, zone control, 
reference points, distracted, drowsy, impaired and aggressive 
driving, and graduated driver licensing;

Presenter
Presentation Notes
10.58.526  TRAFFIC EDUCATION Educator Preparation Standards 
2014 Draft to BPE in July, Sept. Oct, Nov adoption. (effective July 1, 2015                                                                 0

demonstrate a working knowledge and administration of the cooperative driver testing program (CDTP) leading to instructor certification to administer the CDTP driver’s license knowledge and road skills tests and issue the Traffic Education Learner License     

demonstrate an understanding of vehicle dynamics and balance as they relate to operator control, vehicle safety technology and the effects of occupant restraint systems;

demonstrate an understanding of current traffic education issues, i.e., parent involvement, zone control, reference points, distracted, drowsy, impaired and aggressive driving, and graduated driver licensing;

design educational strategies for visual perceptual skill development, i.e. scanning , zone control, limiting distractions,  risk management  IPDE process, Smith system, and defensive driving principles;

experience and demonstrate an understanding of driving skills required to operate and control vehicle from both the driver’s and instructor’s seats to successfully handle adverse and emergency situations;

demonstrate an understanding of current information on appropriate resources and how to establish an effective traffic education support network within the community



Montana Board of Public Education

• Current standards adopted in 1999
• Proposed standards are grouped into two 

domains: health education and physical 
education

• Reflect updated information addressing student 
physical, mental, and social health. 

2014

2016

2017

Health Enhancement & Safety 
Standards Update 2016

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ShapeMT Montana Association for Health Physical Education, Recreation and Dance



Presenter
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Discussions on development of the Montana  ESSA Consolidated State Plan are underway 

Index or dashboard. Index will probably be numerical in nature and lend itself to easy ranking of schools. A dashboard system could be graphical..
No letter grades A, B, C, D

The law requires those listed below be engaged in a “timely and meaningful” manner in the development of the ESSA Consolidated State Plan:

The Governor, Members of the State legislature, State board of education, Local educational agencies, Representatives of Indian tribes located in the State, Teachers, Principals, Paraprofessionals, Administrators, Parents, Specialized instructional support personnel, Other school leaders, and Other staff.

Call for volunteers to serve on one of several committees to came out 2/12, closed 2/26. Received 117 applications. Superintendent Juneau wants this to be a bottom up process.






Plan Ahead to Celebrate

Montana Traffic Education 
Association 

MTEA 50 years 
1967 - 2017

Moving Traffic Education Ahead

Fran Penner-Ray  fpenner-ray@mt.gov

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CDC – evidenced based scalable interventions 
Research – Data – Communication – Education   
Integrating driver education more thoroughly with graduated driver licensing NHTSA 2012 Study: A Fresh Look at Driver Education in America
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